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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: The Environmental variables are considered as important factors
Full Length Research Paper  determining habitat preference and selection by fishes in the aquatic
ecosystem. Therefore, it seems essential to know the habitat requirements
Article history: of in_habiting species.. This study in summer on Kesilian River, one of the
Received: O1.14.2023 con5|derable_ sub—k_)asms of the Talar River in the north of country, was
Revised: 02.06.2023 selected to investigate the habitat preferences of Kora Barbel (Barbus
Accepted: 02.20.2023 lacerta) at various ages. According to the diverse habitat characteristics,
three sites were selected on the stream, and then samplings were carried out
at 211 points using an electroshocker. At each point, environmental
Keywords: parameters including speed, depth, and type of biotic and abiotic substrate
Barbus lacerta, were measured and determined. The results showed that this species has
Biotic and abiotic parameters,  djifferent habitat preferences at different ages. General preferences of this
E:gi'lt?atnpéei‘;eerfnces' species took place in the speed range of 15-76 cm/s and the depth of 45-75
cm. Preference for abiotic and biotic parameters of substrates included
"block", "cubble" and coarse and fine particulates organic matter, wood
and living parts of terrestrial plants, respectively. Regression logistic
indicated that the variables including velocity and abiotic parameters of
substrate are the most important factors in presence of this species in the
stream. In general, the diverse environmental conditions of the stream have
provided different habitat preferences for this species at different ages.
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